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Our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness

Jesus is the hope of
our salvation

Please Pray
Pray for Pastor Dave’s family
Please pray for our church.
In the months ahead, our church
and elders will need direction from
God as to the many changes that
are ahead of us.
Pray for the country – for revival in
the hearts of the people
Pray for healing of those who are
ill
Pray for your youth group friends
and leaders

Words cannot express all the emotions we are
feeling right now at the loss of our dear Pastor.
He was more than just our pastor, he was a
mentor, an encourager, and a dear friend. While
we know those of us who have put our faith in
Jesus will see Him again when we pass into
Heaven, we miss him here on earth. When
someone you love passes, it’s normal to struggle
with questions like “why?’ and “what if?” but ultimately, we
have to remember that God is in control and Pastor Dave is in the
presence of Jesus right now.
Pastor Dave cared deeply for the youth at Perry Chapel. He
made youth ministry a priority and always encouraged us to find
ways to help you grow. Those of you who attended our last mission trip
to Gatlinburg, Tennessee can surely remember the wonderful moments
we shared with Pastor Dave and Judy. What a blessing that we were
able to experience that blessing.
Even those of you who did not get to attend that trip, however,
know that Pastor Dave cared deeply for you and for your salvation.
Knowing that another of you had put your faith in Jesus was the
pinnacle of joy to him.
In Philippians 1:23-24, Paul writes, “I am hard pressed between
the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far
better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.”
That verse makes me think of Pastor Dave. With all my heart I believe
he loved being with us. However, I believe he knew that to be with
Christ is far better. Dave knew we have a job here on earth—to point
people to Jesus, and he, like Paul, did it excellently! But he also knew
that to be in Heaven was to be in the presence of GOD! The very reason
for our existence!
I am sure you are all wrestling with this in different ways. Please
know that we are here to talk to you, pray with you, and do our best to
answer questions. Remember that God loves you and says to draw near
to Him and He will draw near to you. He loves you more than anyone
in the world. He can comfort you unlike any other. Our hope is built on
nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. He is the hope of our
salvation. During this time, lets us be reminded to draw near to Him and
allow Him the joy of wrapping us in a spiritual hug and comforting us
during this time.
Much Love!
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What about Youth Group? What about Church? What about Wednesday nights?
What about…
This is a strange time in America. It’s a strange time to do ministry. The current shutdowns, sicknesses, and
political conflicts, are unchartered waters for all of us. Pastor Dave’s passing only adds to the pain and confusion.
We are all doing our best to navigate these waters with what wisdom we find through God’s Word, His Holy
Spirit, and the wisdom of our brothers and sisters in Christ. There are some who wrestle with the shut downs and
question the judgment of that, feeling that the need to gather meets a spiritual need that extends to your emotional
health. Others question the judgment of gathering, expressing concern over passing on covid and the risk to loved
ones. As youth leaders, we recognize that you all have physical, spiritual, and emotional needs, and while for
some, your emotional health needs mandate that you fellowship in some manner, for others, it is best to social
distance and protect elderly loved ones or those with immune risks. In all of these reasons, we respect and love
you. There is no simple answer.
Paul’s words to Timothy seem to capture perfectly the way we, as your youth leaders, feel right now. 2
Timothy 1:3-4 “I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly
remember you in my prayers. Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy”.
We pray for you, we long to see you, and seeing you fills us with joy! It’s true. Seeing you, our very special youth
group (the best group of teens in the whole world) brings us joy. Not seeing you is really hard. But, for whatever
reason, God has allowed this time in America and it has made seeing one another in person difficult. But wait a
minute! Paul penned 2 Timothy while he was imprisoned under Emperor Nero. He didn’t have texting! He didn’t
have a phone! He didn’t have zoom! He couldn’t FaceTime! So, quite literally, his situation was far worse!
Friends, we miss you! And we don’t know how long this will last. But we do have ways to be in touch!
There are times we can see each other face to face! We can also write, text, email, call, FaceTime and Zoom!
The one thing we want to encourage you to do, however, is remember Jesus’ prayer in John 17.
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word, that they may all be one, just as You,
Father, are in Me, and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You have sent Me. The glory
that you have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one even as We are one, I in them and You in Me, that they may
become perfectly one, so that the world may know that You sent Me and loved them even as You loved Me. Father, I desire that
they also, whom You have given Me, may be with Me where I am, to see My glory that You have given Me because You loved
Me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father, even though the world does not know You, I know You, and these
know that You have sent Me. I made known to them Your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which
You have loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”
The world is watching how the church responds in the midst of this world crisis. Let’s not lose sight of our
purpose—to point people to Jesus! When we are united, the world sees it and as Jesus says, …that they may become
perfectly one, so that the world may know that You sent Me and loved them even as You loved Me. Let’s not let politics,
covid, shut downs, etc. keep us from being a body of believers! Let’s encourage one another in the Word and not
be critical of each others’ convictions with whether to meet or not. Pray for one another! Text! FaceTime! Call!
Write! Find ways to creatively reach out to one another and encourage one another even if you can’t come to a
youth meeting right now.
You bring us joy and we love you all so much! We are praying for you and long for that day when we can
all gather as a church again! Until that time, however, let’s not lose hope! Enjoy this time as a family and find
creative ways to strengthen one another. Paul wrote letters and prayed. That’s all he could do. And look… entire
churches grew and thrived through those prayers and those letters. Let’s thrive!
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